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NEW-BIRTH, 


Jonn'i iii. 3. 0 


| Except a Man be born again * cannot r fe the 
GR” * og 91 


the vi" eaſt who 41 by Night to Him 
and talked with Him of tne Kingdom. 
lt ſhould ſeem that this Man had been 
one of the beſt of the Jews, and who waited for the 
Conſolation of Iſrael; and as at that Time many de- 
vout People were in daily Expectation of the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah, or the Deſire of all Nations, ſo 
he was inquiſitive who our Saviour could be, hav- 
ing heard of his Miracles, and was aſſured, as he 
tells Jeſus, that be was no meer Man, but a Teacher 
come from Oy | or, faith he, mo Man can do 
BY Miracles bich thou of we 5 be with 
Im. . 
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e er e. 
Der ie I well the groſs and abi lea 
of the Childrm of. Iſrael about the Kingdom, and 
began at once to tell Him, that his Kingdom was 
not to be feen with the outward Eyes, or, as He 
_ faid to the Phariſees in another Place, It cometh not 
_ with Obſeroition, neither ſhall they Jay, to! here, or 
ho! there, for the Kingdom of Heaven is within you; 
thus He now teaches one of their chief Rabbi's, 
that no one unconverted could ſee the Kingdom, 
much leſs enter into it, Verily, verily, he ſaith, 1 

ſay unto thre, arcept a Man be born again be can- 
not ſee the Nin 1 Cod. Alcho' this Doctrine 
had been taught in Þ David and © Ezekiel, and in 
4 Scriptures of the Prophets, yet it appeared 

quite new to Nicodemus, and ſtruck him with - 
Amazement, ſo that he aſked directly, bow a Man 
could be born when be was old? can be, ſaith he, en- 
ter the ſecond time into bis Mother's We bm} and be born ? 
Our Saviour told him, if a Man could enter into his 
Mother's Womb and be born again, that would 
not help him, for ſtill he would be Fleſh, * and of 
the ſame Nature of that from which he was born, 
but he ſays, He muſt be born of Water and' of the 
He Ghoſt; He muſt have a ſpiritual Birth, and 
become Spirit of his Father who is a Spirit, and b 
whom the Sons of God are begotten of incorru tible 
Seed, and bids Nicodemus not marvel at it, for a 
third time he ſaith, Te mu/? be born again. He was 
more and more ry eds at this DcArine! and 1 
his Queſtion, How can this be ? he confeſſes, he - 
was a Stranger to this Myſtery, and did not under- 
ſtand the New-Birth. Our Saviour, to convince him 
that there are Things earthy not 1o be accounted 
for, and Which yet are real and true, mentions the 
Wind, which | one | hears and feels, but can't fell 
_ avbence 


"ate wi, 20, 21. aun 10. © Ezekiel xxxvi. 26. 


45 


whence it cometh or whither it cath, os he ſays, is 
every one born of the Spirit : As if he would have ſaid, 
How can one deſcribe the Wind to him who! has not fell 
ar beard it, or account for it why it blaws to-day high, 
and nat to-morraw, . or whence" it comes or whither 
it gors,, and yet - we know: there is ſuch a Thing as 


Mind); fo ane born again, one on w the Lord, bas 


breathed a ſecond time, and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy 
: aun be aſſured of this Mercy, and 7 theneefor- 
 wardbeg Partaker of the Kingdom of God, feelin his 
Heart tha bappy Change be works there by bis Spirit, 
rejoice in bis Salvation, 4 be is @ Child of God and 
pr N of his Divine Nature as ſurely as be was 
-of hit natural Father”s Fleſb, and with all Bald- 
Kr can call Abba Father, ' having received the Spirit 
of Adoption and being really born again into the Family 
and Houſhald of God, but He cunnot reveal. or deſcribe 
i6- to: anatber, He cannot account far: it, nor can be 
5 make another, whoſe Eyes. the Lord: bar not opened, foe 
the" Kingdam and Happineſs to which be it reflored, 
des it is aubal no e but. bim tlas recei- 
ey n 
Nicodemus heard all our 8 COTE Aa ant 
nine yet to reaſon about this New-Birth, till our 
Saviour aſked him, Art thou a Maſter in Iſrael and 
knoweth nat theſe: Things * 1f I bane told yau of eartb- 
9 Things and ye e net, haw ſbould you believe if 
I tell you of beaventy ii. 6. If 1 bow tld yu o th 
Wind 2 ir earthy and you; don com 
under how can you underfland: heavenly. Things ; 
 fiding out This Part of our Savi- 
aufs Diſcairſ ſhould "teach us two Things, firſt, 
that, all. Maſters. in Ifraeh,. all Rulers, Preachers, 


an Minifer of Goda Ward ſhould. firſt of ai 


Ane and be Witneſſes of this tl hey” and none 
ſhould venture to teach others til are taught 
1 A 3 theſe 


/ 


„ 


theſe Things, and have learned them of Ged; for 


this is the true Character of a Servant of, Chriſt, 
Me ſpeak what we know, and ſeſtiſy what we have 


ſeen, and thus property are they His Witneſſes ; 


they not only preach the Divine Truths in Words, 


but have themſelves proved and experienced them 


19 their owt. Hearts. Me are Witneſſes, ſays St. Pe- 


_ - Secondly, We muſt learn to bridle our too curious 
Search into ſome Matters, becauſe they are too 
high for us, and believe, becauſe vb Lord bas ſaid 


it, without wanting to underſtand hto it can be, or 
endeavouring to comprehend or give Reaſons: for 
the Myſteries of ws. a ſince his Matters are not 


like the Things of the World, which Men may 
ſearch out and account for, tho in many Things 


they fail and fall ſnort; but in the Things of God | 
we ſnhould always think, Ar tbe Heavens. are above the 
Earth, fo are bit Ways above our Mayr and bis 


= Thoughts abyue dur Though. His Ways are in the 


great Materr and bis Footfleps are not known. In 
this Doctrine of the New-Birth this humble Mind 


is netceſſary; for, like as a blind Man can't be a 


Judge of Colours till his Eyes are opened, nor the 


Man born and brought up in ſome cloſe Place be 
able to underſtand any thing of the Wind till he has 


felt and heard it, fo neither can any one judge of 
the Work of God upon a Soul, till he has obtained 
of his loving Lord an Underſtanding, whereby, as 
St. Jobn ſays, we know bim, or what our Saviour 
calls Ears to bear, Eyes to ſee, and a Heart to under- 


Hand. When this is done, he ſhall find no fuch 


Difficulty to believe, or find the right Way, for 
Fools ſball not err therein, and a Babe thus taught of 


God is wiſe and underſtands, believes, and is already 


happy and la vel. 


It 


| N 
It is remarkable, our Saviour does not go about 
to demonſtrate the Matter, or explain it, for that 
is no where his way. He ſaith, and we are to be- 
lieve for his Word's Sake, nor muſt we look for a 
5 or better Proof of the Truth than that He 

as ſaid it. It is written, we don't truſt Him, and 
where a Demonſtration is given Faith is not of 
| Uſe. He is Cod, and worthy to be believed; and 
as here in this World our main Attainment is not 
to comprehend, or fathom, or know . as. wwe are 
known, but to believe, and in the World to come 
we ſhall ſee and pry into the deep Things of God, 
where there is no Danger of Pride, and where we 
| ſhall know perfectly; therefore let Us endeavour 
only to feel, to experience, and enjoy in our Hearts 
this great Bleſſedneſs, which no natural Man can 
_ underſtand, but will conſtantly enquire, How can 
this be? till his Heart feels the want of a New-Birth, 
3; then with 'Tears and Prayers he will ſeek it and 
find it. „„ ĩðͤ e 
I dall now ſpeak briefly of theſe three Heads, 
Firſt, Of the Neceſſity of the New-Birth. Secondly, 
Treat of its happy Effecli in the Heart. And, Thirdly, 
Of the Means of this Change, as far as it concerns us. 
Our Fall in Adam, and the corrupt and wicked 
Nature we bring with us into the World, has made 
a Regeneration abſolutely neceſſary ; and tho' I 
know how many ftrive to oppoſe the Doctrine off 
Original or the Firſt Fin, yet I ſo treat all Argu- 
ments, and thoſe Things ſaid 79 N the 

Words of Scripture, juſt as St. Paul calls it, the 
Wiſdom of Men, and what js Fooliſbneſs avith God. 
All the Law and Goſpel agree, that in Adam all di- 
ed. All have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of GC. 
Thou, wert called a Tranſgreſſor from the Womb. The 
T houghts of Man's Heart are Evil from bis Youth. I 

e "2 was 


(83 
bg 6/5 in Sing ang in Sin did 1 my Mather conceive 
| one out © f the away, there is none good 
4 * one... Ae e are ſome of the many Scriptures 
which prove the general and univerſal Fall and De- 
cay, and which is. the Reaſon why we muſt be born 
again. _ I there had been no ruining of All, then All 
need not be renewed'; and if we had. nt bad 
gh corrupt Nature, a Heart which is not good in 
the Sight of Cod, then there would be no need of a 
gen ature. 15 therefore, no Scripture could be 
brou kt in Confirmation of the Doctrine of the Fal! 
| 4 8 Text itſelf, it would prove it ſufficiently: 
5 10 eit er Cod created us bad, or we are fallen: 
rif a Man can be ſo blind as to think we are well, 
we have a good. Nature, we are not fallen, nor 
oiled, nor ruined, then he muſt ſee no need of a 
bi Both,” and deſp iſe the Doctrine our Saviour 
fas taught ſo plain i in chi his Diſcourſe with Nicede- 
zu, and in many other Places of his Goſpel, and 
is verily and indeed dead, and his fwliſh Heart is 
| * and blinded by the Ged of this Warld,. who 
therefore. keeps. him ignorant of his loſt State, leſt 
He, ſhould ſee the Neec of the waſhi of Regenera- 
Hon and the renewing of the Holy Chat, and f ſhould 
ſeel it with all his 1.7 t and be ſaved. 
Let who, will apps ſe it the true Doctrine iis, 
we were created 19 755 „ innocent, and very good, 
| But Satan, who,envie! our Happineſs, found Meany 
| to ſeduce our Firſt Parents info. Sin, - and when vey. 
to whom Cod had given in Subje Gion alf Things 1 
the Wor, felt ug the Enemy' 8 Hands, all went 
to wreck and all born odr were Bome-Barn 
_ of enz nor was it poſſible for it to be 
hes br Adam having forfeited his Ri to 1 
of Cod, and having been now ned 


a We wry Sin, « . ws beget chien Kale be}. 


4 


ter Nature than in had himſelf, nor could a clean 
Thing come out of an unclean, but all the whole Lump 
of Mankind was leavened with the direful Leaven, 
and the Curſe came upon All. In this woful Con- 
dition was the Earth and all Souls, when God look- 
ed down from Heaven and ſaw how all Fleſh bad 
corrupted their Way before bim, and were like Sheep 


gone aſtray, or Vines degenerated and become wild 


and worthleſs, and here he opened and revealed his 
eternal Purpoſe, which was, to ſave us out of this 
Horrible Pit, and reſtore us to the Dignity of Sons 
of God; wherefore he did not leave us in our fallen 
ate, or forſake us unhelped, but reſolved to make 
ll Things new, and to give eſpecially a New-Birth 
to ſuch as believe in Him, which ſhould be. brought 
about and effected by the Holy Ghoſt; and ſo we 
who were by Nature Children of Wrath might become 
Children of Grace, and receive the 1+ be of Adoption, 
whereby we can call God, in the ſtri oo Aur My. 
Father, and this after our Saviour had redeemed us 
by his Death, he goes on to do for us now. He 
gives us a new Heart, or, as David calls it, à clean 
For, and a new Spirit, and He is our God and we 
are bis People. We are his Sons and Daughters, and 
be is to us a Father ; and thus faith the Bed Gud Al- 
by in the Scriptures. 
pe is a falſe and dangerous Nasen which ſome _ 


entertain, that our Saviour by his Croſs only ſet us | 


a good Example, and that at beſt we can become 
no more than Servant, of God, for therefore 7 * 
our Saviour, I have not called you Servants. I go to 
your Father and to my Father, ta your God and to my 
God; And St. Paul fa ays, We are not Servants but Sonz, 
and this is a common Thing in the Bible to ſee the 

Believers and Elect of God called bir Children, 1 5 
\ 2 2 d bis bf _ * Kc. ETD TI 


Edits; 3 


But leſt any ſhould deſpiſe this glorious $1 es | 
8 becoming Children of God, and be tempted to. 
ſtop ſhort of the Prize of our High Calling, I muſt 
vet add one Thing, and that is this, A New Birth 
BK not only neceſſary to make us Joint-Heirs of the. 
| Glory to come with Chri/}, but none can be ſaved. 
without it: None can go to Heaven, none can ſee 
the Kingdom, or enter into it, who has not expe- 
rienced this Change. To make it doubly weighty. 
and important, our Saviour delivers this Truth with 
his uſual Solemnity in ſuch Caſes, Verily verily I ſay. 
unto au, except a Man be born again he cannot ſee the = 
Kingdom of God. He ſays it who cannot lie. The Word 
is gone out of bis Mouth who cannot repent, and is con- 
firmed with an everlaſting Amen. 
. Whoever. can yet think ſo lightly of the Matter 
as if he can be ſaved tho? he be an entire Stranger 
to this Birth of the Spirit, this New Creation wrought 
in the Heart, He ſhall find our Lord and Maſter 
does not trifle or jeſt, His Words are true and faith- 
ful, and to, ſuppoſe one can be ſaved who is not 
born again, is to ſuppoſe our Saumur can break his 
Word and Oath. No, he ſhall be found True, tho? 
the whole Race of Men ſhould periſn. Let there- 
fore none venture too far thus preſumptuouſſy, leſt 
they repent too late; nor make light of this Doc- 

trine, 15 they ſhould be found ſpeechleſs in that, 
Day when qur 0 ſhall make it appear, they 

once heard of the Neceſſity, of beg born ain, 
but they deſpiſed it. 

Many deceiye themſelves, by {RY NA day's 

deſpiſe | it, but hope it is no other than Ba ſm, o 
another Name given to a Change of 8 


poo Manners, Cc. but even their eaſy and carel 
oughts about ſo great a Matter is a ſort of ae 
ſing of it; for if in any thing we ſhould be fure it 


ſhould : 


1 

mould be in this, ſince without it we can't be 1a- 
ved, nor ſee the Kingdom of God. How many have 
been baptized who are ſtill utter Strangers to this 
Renovation, or Renewal of the Heart? How ma- 
ny have changed their Morals, and altered their 
Courſe of Life who never experienced a New-Birth, 

or are ſure what it means to this Day? | 
T will not diſpute but that ſome have been born 
again at the time of their Baptiſm, (for we have In- 
ſtances of it in the Scripture) and that others whoſe 
Courſe of Life have been altered were alſo born a- 
gain from above; but without this in the Heart, 
without the Work of the Hely Ghoſt, who waſhes 
us in the Blood and Water out of Chriſt's Side, all 
the reſt is but an empty Sign and Shadow, but not 
the Subſtance : I will therefore again and again be- 
ſeech and pray you, be aware left you, like the 
Fews, boaſt of your Church Privileges, Sec. and be 
after all no Child of God. He is not a Jew who is 
@ Few outwardly, whoſe Circumciſion is in the Fleſh, 
but be is a Jeu who is a Few inwardly, whoſe Cir- 
cumciſion is in the Heart. He is not a true Iſraelite 
who can only glory that Abrabam was his Father, 
but he who walks in the Steps of the Paith of Abra- 
Ham, ſo think He is not a real Chriſtian who 
only has been — 4 with Water outwardly, but 
he is a Chriſtian who is one inwardly,” who has been 
' baptized with the Holy Ghoft and is born again; and 
He only is a Child of God whom the Lord hath 
made ſo, and not he who without this glories of 
- his being of the beſt Religion, or a Son of the moſt 
holy Church; for elſe, let him be what he will, and 


boaſt how he pleaſe, (except be be rn again be can- 
0. ſee. the W of Cad. 
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But now I come to treat of the Efedlt of the New 
Birth, which is the ſecond Thing I propoſed to 
The Change made at the time of our Adoption 
and waſhing in the Blood and Water Chriſ ſhed, 


is real and happy; for then all thoſe Pears, Jea- 


louſies, and Uneꝶſineſſes which generally, if not al- 
ways, precedes it in the Upright and Sincere, are 
brought to an End: They ate no more afraid of 
being loſt or caſt away, for now God the Spirit 
beareth Witneſs with their Spirit that they are Gbil- 
dren of Gd; and that tho? 4 Servant abideth nat in 
the Hauſe alway, yet a San or Child of Gad abidetb 
elway, and ſball go na more aut; na Man ſhull pluck 
them aut of their Elder Brother's Hands, They feel 
they are naw Fellow-Citizens with ths Saints, | and of 
the Hauſhold of Gad, and that henceforth they are 
numhered with the General Aſſembly and Cburch ef 
the Fir. born who. are written in Heawen, | 4. ey are 
caunted among bis Fewels, and called His Prople, and 
confeſſed. before the Father aud all the Angels 4, the 
Sheep of bis Paſture. They kno they no mare he- 
long to the World, but are born aut of it, unto C 
and the Lamb: When the Lord counteth up: his 
there, Feriſalem abeue is his Mother, and as ſurely 
as he was born of Adam's Fleſn and Blood, and pat- 
took of his Nature and Sin, fo furely js he new: boon 
of the Second Man Adam, and is Partakes of his Na- 
ture, of his Spirit and Rightegaſneſs, ſo tliat He can 
properly and ſtriciy ſays, Lord thou art n Father, 
and our Sayioyr will nat be aſhamed te, gal ſugh 


Brethren. Beſides this comfortable Altaration in he 

Mind, and over and above the Joy that is brought 

to ſuch at the revealing or manifeſting 8 to 
cart 


and 


them, they are indeed endued with a New 


TOO ALA 
end with a New Spirit. Our Lord Jeſus has begun 
to create all Things new, and the old ſtrong Heart, 
the former dead Spirit is taken away, and even the 
Body fo far partakes of this New-Birth that thoſe 
 in-dwelling and in-bred Impurities and Deſires are 
overflowed with the Water of Regeneration, and 

drowned in the Bload of the . Tbe Body is 
toaſhed with pure Water, as it is written, will 

- ſprinkle you with Water and you ſhall be clean: And 

now that which was once a Sink of Sin, a Neſt of 
every unclean and hateful Bird, a Den of | T hieves, is 

made the Houſe of God, the Temple of the Holy * 
who dwelleth thenceforward in them. He who be- 
fore laboured with them and drew them near to 

_ Himſelf, now it in them, and will make his Abode 
with them, The Fleſn is not changed, nor will be 

kill it is returned to the 55 from whenee it was ta- 

Len, or till Feſus comes. It will be fawn a vile Body, 

and at the Appearance of the Lord in that Day it 

ſhall riſe in his Likeneſs; and when he makes a 
New Earth our Bodies alſo ſhall be made lite bit 

glerious Body, and therefore is the Reſurrection call- 
ed in the Scripture the Redemption of the Body. But 

then, tho' we who are born again of Gad have {till 
our weak and ſpoiled Bodies about us till we go 

hence, yet no Child of God may live to himſelf, or 

after the Fleſh, but they ſerve the Lord Chri/t with 

their Ren and Souls, 2 all their * 57 

come In/truments of Righteouſneſs. No more 

Fleſhly Luſts tl it, no che they Drunk- 

ads, or Railers, or Diſobedient, or Lovers of the 

World, or ane or Servants of Sin, they are 

a redeemed Pegple, and their Works, Words, and 

all their Behaviour ſhew they bave been with Feſus, 

His Mert is ſeen upon their Foreheads, His Blood 

beſprinkles their modeſt and lorely ae 


1 

and makes all their Words ſavoury : In ſhort, all 
old Things are done away, behold a ! Things are be- 
'come New, and every Child of God is a New Crea- 
ture, created" anew in Chrift Feſus unto good Works, 
by which their Light ſhines unto Men, and they gheri- 
5 their Father which is in Heaven. 
I come now to ſpeak of the Means of this Change, 
and that is Faith, He that believeth is born of God. 
To them gave he Power, or the Privilege, to become 
Sons of God, even to them that believe in his Name, 
which were born not of the Will o the Fleſh, nor of 
the Will of Man, but of God. St. Paul alſo ſpeaks 
'after the ſame Manner, We are FY Children of God 
thro Faith in Fed, 4 Jeſus. If you defire to be- 
come Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, or, as our 
Saviour ſays, Children of the Kingdom, then before 
all Things this is needful, which 3 is, a holy Confi- 
dence and Rehance on Chriſt, a Living Faith in Him. 


By Faith I would not mean what is generally meant 


in the World, where almoſt all who call themſelves 
Chriſtians imagine they believe; but I mean hat 
Faith which we have of God, and which is the Work 
of the Holy Spirit in the Heart, whereby we have 
the firm Perſwaſion and Aſſurance that Jeſus 'the 
true God was made a Man, and ſuffered out of pure 
'Love and Mercy to us, our Death and Curſe, and 
has now fully pardoned our Sins and given us eter- 
nal Life. Do any find they have not ſuch a Faith, 
or are inwardly hae of their being without the 2 
_ "Spirit in their Hearts, then let them be ſerious, 
"and. ſeek it and they ſhall find it, let them aſt and they 
ſhall have it, "Fe 5 your heavenly Father will give bis. 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. But whenever Man 
can make a Jeſt of the Whole, and one while ok 
at the Iaſpiration of God, and ſoon profeſs they don' 
15 believe any | ſuch Thing, let fuch know, 5 255 
PEE recerve 


: 1151 
receive it becauſe of if Unbelie 70 They cannot become 
Children of God, ſince they in their Hearts don't 
believe the Promiſes of Gad nor his Doctrines, but 
caſt all his Wards behind their Backs. Tho' I thus 
ſpeak, my Brethren, I hope better Things of you, 
He you of another Mind, and let nothing leſs than 
being born again ſatisfy you, or make you eaſy. 
Let it be your chiefeſt and higheſt Aim to be our 
Saviour's Mother, and Siſter, Bot Brother, for ſuch 
are they, and they only, who have his Father for 
their Father, and his God for their God, and are born 
again of the ſame Spirit which bare Him of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and conceived Him, and brought to paſs. 
his Incarnation. May that Holy Spirit even now 
give you to underſtand all I have ſaid, and awaken 
you to a thorough Knowledge of your fallen Eſtate, 
and neither leave you nor forſake you, till he has made 
you Sons of God, and manifeſted and applied the Me- 
'rits, and Blood and Water of our Saviour Teſus to 
your Hearts, and enable you to ſays or rather 
force you with Joy to confeſs, I am born of God; 
He is my Father, my Gad, and my firong Salvation. 


1 To that Holy Ghoſt, together with the her, 


and his Son Geri Jeſus, be Glory for ever and ever. 
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